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ECODIS RECEIVES THE APPROVAL AS THE FIRST COMPANY FROM MINISTER OF HEALTH, STEVEN VANACKERE, TO APPLY ITS TECHNOLOGY AS AN ALTERNATIVE CONTROL MEASURE AS PART OF THE LEGIONELLA DECREE (9 February 2007).

SCHOTEN, 18 July 2008 - Ecodis, the R&D company from Antwerp, that specialises in the ecological disinfection of drinking, process and sanitary water, sees its technology as the first alternative control measure - part of the legionella decree of 9 February 2007 - recognised by the Flemish government. This means that the currently recommended 'thermal disinfection' may be replaced by the environmentally and budget friendly technology from Ecodis.

Preventive water treatment has never been more topical and is increasingly becoming a priority. Between 1996 and 2006, the number of legionella infections, also known as Legionnaires' disease, has more than sextupled, as shown from the figures from the European Working Group for Legionella Infections (www.ewgli.org). 

Research closer to home also confirms this trend. A recent study in the Netherlands shows that Legionnaires' disease is the most common lung condition in the 35 to 49 year age group. 

Co-operation

In co-operation with Belgian and foreign universities, Ecodis developed a solution for the spread of the legionella bacteria, namely, a high-tech technique to disinfect drinking, process and sanitary water in a safe, efficient and environmentally friendly manner. Good to know: contrary to other disinfection methods, no chemicals are added. 

The Legionella decree of 2007 coerces institutions and public buildings to frequently wash their water mains with hot water. Thanks to this new decree, Minister Vanackere offers an environmentally friendly and efficient alternative to disinfect pipes and to prevent legionella bacteria from spreading. 

Elmar Peters (founder Ecodis): "A large amount of scientific research, involving several parties, precedes this approval. Not only our own R&D staff and a number of academics and recognised laboratories, but also the Flemish water boards, joined under the SVW umbrella organisation (Flemish Water Co-operation), contributed to this research. Therefore, I'm very pleased that the minister and his administration have recognised this work, that mostly took place in Flanders, and has approved the Ecodis solution as the first new and alternative control measure."

Treatments: all areas where drinking, process and sanitary water has to be clean

The Ecodis technology is currently applied successfully in a number of hospitals, rest and nursing homes, hotels, sports centres and companies. Customers of Ecodis include the Sint-Augustinus hospital of Antwerp, Vlevico-Colruyt, Danone, Holiday Inn Schiphol (the Netherlands), Top’s Foods, Fortis and the industrial laundry company Malysse. 

Frans Beyers (Director Sint-Augustinus hospital of Antwerp): "Our patients often have a lowered immune system. This leaves them very prone to an infection with, for example, hospital or legionella bacteria. Since implementing the Ecodis system 2 years ago, we are confident that every drop of water that passes the Ecodis cell is disinfected and that the water network after the water meter is protected against the recontamination of the biofilm. Other systems only treat the warm water circuit. Furthermore, we made a conscious decision to opt for a system that does not use added chemicals. It is difficult to manage and the water has to remain drinkable."

Further development thanks to this approval that emphasises the quality of the Ecodis technology

The official approval by the Flemish government is a second milestone in the short history of the company after it entered the stock market in 2007.  Ecodis is now ready to rapidly develop further. "This approval is an official recognition that our disinfecting technology is extremely safe, efficient and environmentally friendly. In official terms, the Ecodis technology is currently described as an alternative control measures to thermal disinfection. Furthermore, we expect this approval to speed up the certification of our technology in other countries," says a contented Elmar Peters.
* * *

For further information about the Ecodis technology and issues with regard to water infection, see the contact details below.
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In appendix: Ministerial decree on the approval of the Ecodis® cell as an alternative control measure as part of the legionella decree of the Flemish government of 9 February 2007

About Ecodis

Ecodis is listed on the stock market and specialises in ecologically disinfecting water. For years, the company has been participating in high-tech research in co-operation with universities, specialised laboratories and water boards. Customers include hospitals, rest and nursing homes, food and pharmaceutical industries, sports centres, recreation parks and hotels. Ecodis holds an official approval from the Flemish government to safely, efficiently and environmentally friendly disinfect water. 

Ecodis has more than 40 staff, including a multidisciplinary team of R&D specialists, among which engineers and doctors of microbiology and chemistry. The company is currently active in Belgium and the Netherlands, and will soon also be in the United Kingdom. Ecodis has been listed on the Alternext Brussels Stock Exchange since June 2007. Further information about the company and its stock market quotation on www.ecodis.eu
